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Personal Engagement 
with the Arts



Two-Thirds of Americans 

Attended the Arts Last Year



77 Percent Experience the Arts 

Throughout the Community



Half of Americans Are 

Hands-On Arts Makers



The #1 Reason Why We Engage in the Arts? 

It Makes Us Feel Creative

19%

17%

15%

11%

9%

7%

5%

4%

4%

3%

6%

It makes me feel creative

It beautifies my home

It lifts my spirits

It is inspiring

It takes me to another place

It reminds of someone or something or some place

It allows for spiritual reflection

It is a memento

It makes me feel closer to friends or family

Other

None



K-12 Arts Education



We Believe Arts are Part of a 

Well-Rounded Education 

@ArtsInfoGuy



Education in the Arts: Important 

Throughout the Academic Tiers

57%

58%

59%

44%

33%

31%

29%

39%

Middle school

High School

Elementary school

Out-of-school, in the
community

%
Import

ant 

90%

89%

88%

83%



Government Funding 
of the Arts



Americans Approve of Local & State 

Government Arts Funding



Community-Oriented Arts Funding: 

High Public Value

72%

70%

69%

70%

69%

65%

14%

12%

15%

14%

14%

17%

Art in parks, downtowns, and public
places

Returning military personnel, to aid in
transition to civilian life

Beautify blighted or abandoned areas

Provide programs for the elderly

Promote pro-social behavior with at-risk
youth

In hospitals and healthcare institutions

Favor Oppose



Community-Oriented Arts Funding: 

High Public Value (2)

63%

62%

63%

53%

48%

43%

17%

18%

19%

20%

28%

31%

Tourism to a location inside the US

To promote social and racial equity

To increase tourism to the US

Int'l diplomatic cultural exchanges

Fund individual artists to make art

Provide religious art in public spaces

Favor Oppose



American Sentiments 
Toward the Arts



Arts: Providing Quality of Life 

AND Economic Benefits



The Arts Affect Us Personally

29%

28%

27%

27%

34%

36%

35%

31%

The arts give me pure pleasure to
experience or participate in

The arts help to lift me up beyond
everyday experiences

The arts help me understand other
cultures better

The arts make me feel more creative

Strongly Agree Somewhat agree
%

Agree 

64%

63%

62%

60%



The Arts Have a Positive Effect 

on the Community

36%

31%

25%

19%

36%

36%

35%

25%

The arts are a positive experience in
a troubled world

The arts unify us, regardless of age,
race, and ethnicity

The arts improve the image and
identity of my community

Everyone in my community has equal
access to the arts

Strongly Agree Somewhat agree
%

Agree 

73%

67%

60%

45%
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Thank You!

www.AmericansForTheArts.org/PublicOpinion

rcohen@artsusa.org

http://www.americansforthearts.org/

